Public Document Pack

Chairman and Members of the Your contact: Katie Mogan
Council Tel: 01279 502174
Date: 19 July 2024

cc. All other recipients of the Council
agenda

Dear Councillor,

COUNCIL - 24 JULY 2024

Please find attached the following reports which were marked “to follow” on
the agenda for the above meeting:

7. Public Questions (Page 3)
To receive any public questions.
8. Members' Questions (Page 4)
To receive any Members' questions.

(B) The Ecological and Biodiversity Crisis (Pages 5 - 6)

Please bring these papers with you to the meeting next Wednesday
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COUNCIL - 24 JULY 2024

PUBLIC QUESTIONS

Question 1

Carl Warnell to ask Clir Vicky Glover-
Ward, the Executive Member for
Planning and Growth

Given the incoming government's reallocation of 10 hectares of Green
Belt in East Herts as "grey belt" what are the parcels of land in East
Herts affected and how does this affect planning policy?
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COUNCIL - 24 JULY 2024

MEMBERS’ QUESTIONS

Question 1 Clir Eric Buckmaster to ask Clir Vicky
Glover-Ward, the Executive Member for
Planning and Growth

As a council that has declared a Climate Emergency and nominally in
favour of energy efficiency, are East Herts policies in relation to
residents installing Air Source Heat Pumps fit for purpose given that so
many applications are declined?

Question 2 Clir Ian Devonshire to ask Cllr Vicky
Glover-Ward, the Executive Member for
Planning and Growth

Since June 2023, seven Development Management Committee
meetings (out of a total of fourteen meetings) have been cancelled.
Development Management Committees are an important part of the
democratic process, as they enable residents to attend and observe
the planning decisions being made and also allow them to approve or
object to these applications.

Please can you explain why so many DMC meetings (50%) are being
cancelled?

Question 3 Clir John Wyllie to ask Clir Ben Crystall,
Leader of the Council
It's now over 12 months since the last District Council elections and

the change of administration that followed. In that time there appears
to have been very little progress in relation to the Old River Lane
project. Please may we have an update of progress, if any, to date
and of the anticipated timeline going forward.
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The East Herts District Council (EHDC) Ecological and Biodiversity Crisis (EBC)
Motion

This Council recognises that there is an ecological and biodiversity crisis, and the natural world is
under threat. In our county alone 76 species became extinct in the last 50 years!. Insect
populations have suffered drastic declines, with far-reaching consequences for both wildlife and
people. With a third of our food crops pollinated by insects, there is a lot to lose. Much of our
wildlife relies on insects for food. Without them, we risk the collapse of our natural world.

This growing ecological crisis is intrinsically linked to climate breakdown which is beginning to
seriously affect the health of our environment and the wellbeing of residents.

In East Herts we have special responsibility for valuable wetland areas found in the Stort Valley,
and the internationally important, Lea Valley Special Protection Area (SPA) and Ramsar Site. Our
chalk rivers are not yet protected by statutory designations but are under increasing threat from
water abstraction and pollution, and so need special protection. A recent chalk stream survey by
Salmon and Trout Conservation UK showed that numbers of mayflies, a key indicator species for
river health, were down by 44 per cent when compared with 1998 data.

This Council believes that the consequences of biodiversity loss and ecological impacts, alongside
the climate emergency, are so severe that one of our top priorities must be to put actions in place
that help prevent these impacts from getting worse. We have already started to review what can
be done to conserve and enhance biodiversity, as required under the Biodiversity Duty of the
Environment Act 2021. Furthermore, the Council has contributed to the formulation of the
Hertfordshire Climate Change and Sustainability Partnership’s Biodiversity Action Plan and is
working with partners across the county on the Local Nature Recovery Strategy which is due to be
finalised within the coming 18 months. The council has fully incorporated the Biodiversity Net Gain
requirements, also introduced by the 2021 Act, into its planning requirements, with detailed
guidance available to developers on the Council’s website.

Despite the activity, however, this Council recognises it must continue to change practices and
both listen to the voices of and use its own voice to advocate on behalf of, our residents, rural and
urban communities, businesses, farmers, landowners and our precious species, habitats, and
ecosystems to protect our critical natural capital. Across its own estate this Council will lead
change, improve resilience, inspire the community and collaborate with all interested parties and
organisations to promote the recovery of biodiversity.

This Council reaffirms its commitment to protecting our environment, as follows:

1. This Council declares an Ecological and Biodiversity Crisis (EBC)

2. We commit to embedding nature’s recovery at the heart of its strategic plans (including the
East Herts Local Plan), policy areas, service contracting and decision-making processes.

3. We support the goal defined by the Wildlife Trusts to protect 30% of land for nature by 2030,
in line with national and international commitments to biodiversity

1 Herts and Middlesex Wildlife Trust - Hertfordshire’s State of Nature 2020 report
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4. We commit to tackling the climate and nature emergencies together and prioritising investment
in nature-based solutions to climate change.

5. We resolve to use an evidence-based approach to protect critical natural capital, build back
and reverse losses to our nationally and internationally important species, habitats and
ecosystems including our rare chalk streams

6. We resolve to set up a Biodiversity Forum, consisting of elected members (cross party),
officers and co-optees from expert bodies, to examine the ecological and biodiversity
needs of the district and put forward proposals for the Council’s consideration. The
output from the East Herts forum and Hertfordshire's Nature Recovery Strategy be used
to establish potential delivery mechanisms and to leverage government funding towards
achieving the crucial recovery of nature in our area.

1 Herts and Middlesex Wildlife Trust - Hertfordshire’s State of Nature 2020 report
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